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Who: A year-old company 
initiated by Ramona Saboo, 
they put the spotlight on eco-
friendly products, leading to 
women’s empowerment. 
What: “The company itself 
is a marriage between 
sustainability and design,” 
says Kavita Kumar, their 
communications coordinator. 
They hope to increase 
consciousness about the social 
and ecological environment. 
They’re deeply involved with 
community development 
and creating opportunities 
for sustainable livelihood 
for women in cities like 
Ahmedabad, Jodhpur and 
surrounding villages. One 
such group is a women’s 
empowerment group in 
Jodhpur. They’ve sponsored 

a sewing centre and offer 
design training to the women 
so they may use these skills 
to create products, and 
become self-sustained. 
The story: Ramona Saboo 
moved from Melbourne 
to Mumbai when she 
got married. Her 40 red 
wedding bangles served as 
her connection to her Indian 
roots and identity. Since 
then, she’s been focussing on 
creating products that are 
eco-friendly but luxurious.
Lend a helping hand: 
“Opt for more responsible 
purchases,” Kumar says about 
their efforts. “We encourage 
people to shop locally, buy 
sustainable, organic and 
handmade products that 
directly support the efforts of 
companies such as ours.”

40 RED 
BANGLES

Who: An initiative started 
by three journalists and their 
friends to make sure your 
old and unused sports gear 
reaches deserving kids. 
What: Kicked off a year 
ago in Mumbai, Project 
Play aims to fill the lack of 
basic sports facilities and 
infrastructure for children 
from economically backward 
families. They connect with 
school coaches to keep them 
posted on children who have 
a skill for sports. Ultimately, 
Project Play would like to 
make sure that every child 
has equal opportunities to 
play sports and their talent 
isn’t wasted due to lack of 
good gear.  
The story: While covering 
the sports beat at newspapers, 

Shail Desai, Kunaal 
Majgaonkar, and art writer 
Jigna Padhiar came across 
inspiring stories of children 
who find sports as an outlet 
to their tough lives. Now a 
seven member team, they 
are slowly trying to involve 
municipal schools as well. 
Lend a helping hand: Drop 
in a line if you’d like to 
donate your racquets, mitts 
or even shoes. They’ve been 
receiving requests from 
cities and are now looking at 
Pune and Bengaluru. Rahul 
Divay of Project Play says, 
“If anyone is keen to take the 
initiative, we’re only more 
than happy. We also accept 
new gear and have a ‘Sponsor 
a Sportstar’ program where 
anyone could sponsor a kid’s 
sporting needs.”

http://fortyredbangles.wordpress.com theprojectplay@gmail.com

6/HELP  
A CAUSE

As we turn four, we want you 
to celebrate with us in four 

unique ways

PROJECT 
PLAY

40 Red Bangles 
supports women’s 
empowerment 
groups to create eco-
friendly products 

Project Play collects 
old sports gear, fixes it 
and hands it to rising 
deserving children
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Who: The Poonchh collection 
is a quirky line of home and 
personal accessories designed 
by Aarohi Singh to raise 
money and awareness for the 
welfare of stray dogs. 
What: “Strays get a lot of 
negative press,” Singh says 
about the collection she 
showcased in Bengaluru 
recently. As an artist and 
dog lover, she made sure that 
the main focus is to raise 
awareness about animal birth 
control (ABC) and to educate 

people on ‘Opt to Adopt.’ 
Singh hopes her collection 
works as a conversation 
starter and urges people to 
get more involved with their 
local animal welfare centres. 
The story: A chance meeting 
with Rakesh Shukla, the 
founder of Voice of Stray 
Dogs (VoSD) started Singh 
on her journey. VoSD is a 
non-profit organisation that 
acts as a pressure group by 
collecting and analysing 
data from legal and civic 

Who: 50 students between 
the age of 18-20 at SIFE 
SSCBS in April 2011. 
What: They collect one-sided 
used sheets of paper, dumped 
by educational and corporate 
institutes. They’re sent to 
NGOs for hearing-impaired 
women who’ve been trained 
to bind them into low-cost 
notebooks. Not only are these 
available in urban stores, but 
they are also distributed in 
rural schools and NGOs for 
underprivileged children at  
a nominal rate. 
The story: After much 
research the students noted 
the high unemployment rate 

of deaf women and decided 
to team up with the Delhi 
Foundation for Deaf Women. 
Today they collect over one 
lakh used sheets and this 
model is used by 30 colleges 
and 15 schools in Delhi. 
Lend a helping hand: 
Dakshita Gandhi of Project 
Akshar says, “It’s not just 
about being eco-friendly 
and recycling used sheets of 
paper. We also urge people to 
sponsor these notebooks for 
underprivileged children to 
combat the high dropout rate 
in municipal schools.” 

projectakshar@sifecbs.org

ArtByAarohi: www.artbyaarohi.
com; Mob: +919880198814, 

aarohi@artbyaarohi.com
The Voice of Stray Dogs:  

www.strays.in Mob: 
+919945041426, rakesh@strays.in

ART BY 
AAROHI

PROJECT AKSHAR

Aarohi Singh’s 
Poonchh collection 
aims at raising funds 
and awareness for 
the welfare of strays

Project Akshar 
recycles paper to 
create low-cost 
notebooks

organisations. More recently 
they launched a fully 
equipped mobile hospital 
to provide ABC and other 
medical help to strays.  
Lend a helping hand: Singh 
has chosen to give 50 per 
cent of the profits made 
from the sale of every item 
to VoSD. The money will 

go towards the welfare of 
strays, particularly towards 
neutering and spaying them.
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